CHILD PROTECTIVE
SERVICES

POLICY

West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Resources
Bureau for Children and Families
Office of Social Services

July 1, 2001



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER 70,000

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES

SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW
PHILOSOPHICAL PRINCIPLES
MISSION
PURPOSE
ROLES
LEGAL BASIS
DEFINITIONS
TERMS DEFINED BY LAW
TERMS DEFINED FOR CASEWORK PURPOSES
TARGET POPULATION
RISK OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT
REPORTING
CPS CASEWORK PROCESS

SECTION 2

INTAKE

INTAKE PROCESS
SCREENING PROCESS
RESPONSE TIMES

REPORTING TO LAW ENFORCEMENT, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY AND

MEDICAL EXAMINER

HOT LINE

RECURRENT REPORTS

REPORTS INVOLVING ANOTHER JURISDICTION

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.7.1
1.7.2
1.8
1.9
1.10
1.11

2.1
2.2
23
24

2.5
2.6
2.7
2.8



REPORTS INVOLVING CERTAIN ABANDONED CHILDREN

REPORTS INVOLVING CHILD CUSTODY

REPORTS INVOLVING CRITICAL INCIDENTS

REPORTS INVOLVING DHHR EMPLOYEES OR OTHER POTENTIAL
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

REPORTS INVOLVING DISABLED CHILDREN WITH LIFE-THREATENING
CONDITIONS (BABY DOE)

REPORTS INVOLVING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 2.14

REPORTS INVOLVING INSTITUTIONAL OR “OUT-OF-HOME” ABUSE OR
NEGLECT

REPORTS INVOLVING NON-CUSTODIAL PARENTS

REPORTS INVOLVING PARENTAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE

REPORTS INVOLVING REQUESTS FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT
REPORTS INVOLVING SCHOOL PERSONNEL

REPORTS INVOLVING SEXUAL OR ABUSIVE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN
CHILDREN

SECTION 3

INITTIAL ASSESSMENT AND SAFETY EVALUATION

PURPOSES

DECISIONS

INITTIAL ASSESSMENT PROTOCOL

INTERVIEWS

RISK ASSESSMENT

DETERMINING RISK LEVEL

SAFETY INFLUENCES

SAFETY EVALUATION

SAFETY ANALYSIS AND PLAN

SAFETY PLAN---IN-HOME

SAFETY SERVICES

REASONABLE EFFORTS TO PREVENT REMOVAL

SAFETY PLAN---OUT-OF-HOME

SAFETY PLAN---COURT INVOLVEMENT

IMMINENT DANGER

COMPLETION OF INITIAL ASSESSMENT AND SAFETY EVALUATION
INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING ANOTHER JURISDICTION
INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING CERTAIN ABANDONED CHILDREN
INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING CHILD CUSTODY

INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING CRITICAL INCIDENTS

INITTAL ASSESSMENT INVOLVING DHHR EMPLOYEES OR OTHER
POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING DISABLED INFANTS OR CHILDREN
WITH LIFE-THREATENING CONDITIONS (BABY DOE)

INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

2.9
2.10
2.11

2.12

2.13

2.15
2.16
2.17
2.18
2.19

2.20

3.1
32
33
34
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8
3.9
3.10
3.11
3.12
3.13
3.14
3.15
3.16
3.17
3.18
3.19
3.20
3.21

3.22

3.23
3.24



INVESTIGATIONS INVOLVING INSTITUTIONAL OR “OUT-OF-HOME”

ABUSE OR NEGLECT

COMPLETION OF INVESTIGATIONS INVOLVING INSTITUTIONAL OR
“OUT-OF-HOME” ABUSE OR NEGLECT 3.26
INITTAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING NON-CUSTODIAL PARENTS 3.27

INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING PARENTAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE
INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING REQUEST FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT
INITTIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING SCHOOL PERSONNEL

INITIAL ASSESSMENTS INVOLVING SEXUAL OR ABUSIVE INTERACTIONS
BETWEEN CHILDREN

SECTION 4

FAMILY ASSESSMENT AND TREATMENT PLANNING
PURPOSES

DECISIONS

PRINCIPLES

FAMILY ASSESSMENT PROTOCOL

COMPLETING THE FAMILY ASSESSMENT

RISK REDUCTION

ANALYSIS

TREATMENT PLANNING

PURPOSES

DECISIONS

STRUCTURE

OUTCOMES SELECTION

DIMENSIONS

FAMILY ASSESSMENT-FINALIZATION

MEASURES

SERVICES

TREATMENT PLAN

CONSIDERING POTENTIAL FOR CHANGE

USE OF OTHER SERVICE PROVIDERS
REVISING/ELIMINATING SAFETY PLAN
COMPLETION OF FAMILY ASSESSMENT AND TREATMENT PLAN
CONTACTS

CASE MANAGEMENT

FAMILY ASSESSMENT AND TREATMENT PLAN AND FOSTER CARE/LEGAL
REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 5

CASE EVALUATION
PURPOSES

3.25

3.28
3.29
3.30

3.31

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8
4.9
4.10
4.11
4.12
4.13
4.14
4.15
4.16
4.17
4.18
4.19
4.20
4.21
4.22
4.23
4.24

4.25

5.1
52



DECISIONS

CASE EVALUATION PROTOCOL

CONTACTS

RISK ASSESSMENT AND REUNIFICATION
FINAL RISK ASSESSMENT AND CASE CLOSURE
CONTACTS

SECTION 6

APPEALS AND GRIEVANCES

CONFIDENTIALITY

PAYMENT GUIDELINES

“GIBSON PAYMENTS”

MEDICAL AND MENTAL EXAMINATIONS

PHOTOGRAPHS AND X RAYS

EXPERT AND FACT TESTIMONY

SPECIAL MEDICAL CARD

EARLY INTERVENTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES

53
54
5.5
5.6
5.7
5.8

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.3.1
6.3.2
6.3.3
6.3.4
6.3.5
6.3.6



